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Background
Transnational education (TNE) encompasses all types of higher education study programs, 
sets of study courses, or educational services in which the learners are located in a 
country different from the one where the awarding institution is based (Council of Europe, 
2002). Transnational Educational Institutions (TNEs) engage students who seek 
international education and career advancement without having to leave their region or 
home country. In the past, it was students who were moving across international borders 
seeking further education. However, the trend has shifted and it is no longer just the 
students but now higher education providers are involved, delivering courses and programs 
outside their bases. This poster will explore the different TNE models, identify the 
challenges and opportunities of current models, and propose an endorsement framework 
to assure and advance the quality of transnational education programs. Implications for 
future practice and research will be discussed. 
Current TNE Operation Models
Kono (2014) identifies the following operation models for TNE:
• Branch Campus:  A satellite campus of a U.S. institution 
• Franchise:  U.S. institution authorize partner schools to offer a whole or part of 
approved study program 
• Joint Degree: One collaborative program with periods of study at each location. One 
degree is awarded bearing two or more institutions’ name, seals. 
• Dual Degree Program: Two credentials of both U.S. host and partner institutions
• Twinning Program: Take course credits from one institution to another  
• Distance Delivery: Delivery of courses through online with the student or partner with a 
local institution. Taught by U.S. institution’s faculty 
Challenges & Issues 
While TNE activities have expanded significantly over the past 20 years due in part to 
higher demand for higher education worldwide, the advancement of eLearning modalities 
and the growth of global partnership activities in higher education, there remains many 
vexing issues ranging from diversity in types of providers, to what TNE Model(s) are 
optimum, and to issues of quality and recognition of qualifications granted by TNE 
providers that require further debate and consideration. Some of the challenges include 
ineffective implementation with no clearly defined roles and responsibilities among 
partners, changing boundaries and arrangements among partners, and failure to account 
for the myriad of stakeholder motives and needs (Nottingham Trent University, 2014). 
There is also a worrisome issue of recognition of qualifications granted by TNE providers.
Challenges & Issues (continued)
Some of the issues identified include (Choudaha & Edelstein, 2014; Koehn & Rosenau, 
2009; McBurnie & Ziguras, 2007): 
• Lack of evidence on the existing practices and trends  
• Lack of quality assurance and standards in transnational higher education accreditation                                      
• Undefined roles and responsibilities between the universities  
• Lack of quality control for the TNE curriculum    
• Undefined regulations and governance for foreign providers 
• In need comprehensive frameworks for transnational competence    
• There is therefore urgent need to clarify how to evaluate quality and qualifications 
from TNE providers.  
Partnership Endorsement Model for Quality Assurance & TNE Advancement
The models above are several; however, they neglect the possibility that transnational 
collaboration and partnership may result in an endorsement of local degree programs.  
Based on our experiences working with international organizations, we have developed a 
partnership endorsement model that not only enables the quality assurance and 
advancement for TNE, but also supports and being neutral to all the current TNE models .  
This model utilizes an intuition-to-institution peer review of the key academic 
requirements, which (1) ensures the curriculum content reflects both global and local 
needs, (2) meets both local and international quality standards , (3) ensures that partners 
are advancing and sharing best practices, and (4) encourage joint efforts to build 
institutional capacities. 
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